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            Summary:
            In the summer of 2002, Germany welcomed animals into the folds of constitutional protection. With the addition of the words “and the animals,” Germany became the first country in the European Union (“E.U.”), and the second on the European continent, to guarantee the highest level of federal legal protection to its nonhuman animals. Though a welcomed development in the eyes of most Germans, this groundbreaking event received very little attention on the world stage. Common misconceptions about the ramifications of the constitutional amendment resulted in limited to no accurate representation in worldwide media. Likewise, international policymakers and animal protectionists have shown little awareness of this development and its potential implications. In addition to possible legal effects, the social implications of such an occurrence in a major western country are vast. International leaders will certainly take note as the effects of this change begin to take place in Germany’s laws and, increasingly, in its international policies. More importantly, the global animal protection community should take note of what is possible, and what can be learned from the achievements of Germany’s animal protection community. This study traces the legal and social developments leading to Germany’s constitutional amendment which provides protection to animals, showing how this legal highpoint was achieved. Multiple sources are used, including congressional, judicial, and party doc uments, press releases, international media reports, personal communication with leaders in four major German animal protection organizations, interviews with a key Ministry official, and published materials. This study will also critically assess the claims of the animal protection and opposition communities in order to predict where German animal law is going and what effects this change will have on the treatment of animals both within Germany and internationally. Concluding thoughts will address how the international animal protection community can understand this legal victory in a constructive context.        
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 - Any -
Animal Fighting
Animal Rights
Animal Welfare Act
Anti-Cruelty
APA
Australia
Barking Dogs
Biological Diversity
Breed Specific Legislation
Breeding or Puppy Mills
Case or Legislative Summary
Cat Issues or Feral Cats
Circus or Entertainment
CITES
Civil Rights or  Section 1983
Cockfighting
Custody of pet
Dangerous Animal
Dangerous Dog
Disability and Animals
Disaster Planning
Divorce or Custody
Docking or Cropping
Dogfighting
Domestic Violence
Due Process
Eagle Protection
Ecoterrorism or Agroterrorism
Endangered Species
Environmental
Equine Issues
Equine Liability
Euthanasia
Exotic Pets
Farming or Food Production
Fish and Wildlife Dept
Fur or Trapping
Genetic Engineering
Great Apes
Health
Historical
Hoarding
Horse Slaughter
Humane Slaughter
Hunter Harassment
Hunting Issues
Impound or Animal Control
Initiatives and Referendums
Invasive Species
Lacey Act
Landlord or Tenant
Leash Laws
Lien laws
Lost Pet
Marine Mammals
Migratory Bird
Municipal Ordinances
Nuisance
Number or pet restrictions
Pet Damages
Pet Sales
Pet waste
Possession of Wild Animal
Primate Issues
Rehabilitation, wildlife
Research Animals
Shooting of dog
Spay or Neuter
Standing
Trade
Transport/Vehicle
Veterinarian Issues
Wildlife
Wills and Trusts
Zoning
Zoos
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Bird
Cats
Cattle
Chickens
Chimpanzee
Deer
Dogs
Dolphins
Eagles
Elephants or Ivory
Ferrets
Fish
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Kangaroo
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Polar bears
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Reptiles
Sea Lions
Sea Otters
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Wolves
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Ireland
Israel
Italy
Japan
Malawi
Malta
Mexico
Myanmar
New Zealand
Nigeria
Northern Ireland
Norway
Panama
Peru
Phillipines
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