‘o ,‘County, North Carollna.,

* NORTH CAROLINA . ~ IN, THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
C é - DISTRICT COURT DIVISICN
WAKE COUNTY o 90 CVD 13896

SUSIE HAIR, o
‘ .. Plaintiff .

ve o o

- QUATL CORNERS AND/JAL HOSPITI\L ITS ,
-~ EMPLOYEES - AND AGENTS ;- JAMES H, JACKSCN,
DVM, JAMES P HASSINGER, DVM, o

e \ . -

‘ .QNOW COMES THE PLAINTIFF‘, compla:x.nlng of __thvef‘defendants, ‘who alleges and says:

PARI‘IES

l Plamtlff ' Sus:Le HaJ.r, 1s a c:Lt:Lzen and res:.dent of Wake Oounty, o

,:,.;.North Carolma.

2 Defendants Jackson d‘,.Hass.inger are Gitizens and residents'.of; Wake

3. Defendant Qu‘ l Comers Ammal an.pltal (herelnafter referred to as L

"Qua:Ll Corners") lS ‘a oorporatlon mformatlon and bellef :anorporated under SR

‘_.the laws of the state of North Carollna, lloensed to do bus:.ness m the state o

of North Carolma , and do:Lng busmess in Wake County, North Carol:l.na

"4‘-.1' Defendants Jackson and Hassmger are llcensed to practlce vetermaxy

t‘ to thn_s acta.on

: o medlhlne 'm the state of North Carol:ma and at all t:t.rres rele :

. were engaged 1n the practlce of. veterlnary medlc:Lne and held themselves out as

havlng the spec1al SklllS and ‘knowledge possessed by veterlnarlans in tth lo-‘

o .callty.

5. Upon J.nfomatlon and bel:Lef at all tlmes relevant to this action

defendants Jack.son and Hassmger were members of the medlcal stafj: and partners



i

or shareholders of QuaJ.l Corners Animal Hospltal.
,6; At all times relevant to this acta.on plalntlff was a cllent at
Qua:Ll Corners whose male Ir:Lsh setter dog ("Mason") and show b:Ltch Ir:l.sh

- setter Dunholm ("Meghan") were under the . care and control of de— co

fendants or the:t_r employees, se:r-vants or agents

i W g FACTS ‘v K . ‘«_

| 7. At appromately 10: 00 PM on Deoember 24, 1987, pla:l.nt:l.ff pre- )
Lsented the dog Mascn to the emergency Serv1ce veter:.nar:.an at. Ql.’lall Corners
and po:_nted out .,cveral) abdoma.nal punctnres she belleved to be the result oE‘_' -
gunshot [ : | LT ,‘ L | -
“ 8 Contrary to standard veterlnary procedure, the attendmg veterl—-u
‘ narlan (J.dentlty unknown) falled to perform dlagnostlc x—rays and treated
fthe dog Mason for dog blte wounds alone, thereby expos:.ng ‘the. an:.mal to con—, -
. l-t:Lnued rlsk of J.nfect:x.on, J.nternal mjury, and lead pon.sonlng as a result o

L ;of numerous buckshot pellets left w.'LthJ_n hls bodY

The lead slugs J.n questlon were dlscovered and one of sa:Ld slugs
ved rom the abdom:.nal area of the dog durlng at 1ts castratlon by de—

- fendan‘ J‘ackson at Qua.ll Come.rs on MaJ.ch 8, 1988. !

lO Defendant Ja,ckson dec]_med to make any adjustment in fee for er-
B roneous treatment referenced J.n paragraph 7 5 |
‘ | ll Because of contJnuJ.ng dangers referenced J.n paragraph 8 dlagnostlc
= ::‘x-.-rays and testlng to determme 1ead levels 1n the blood of the dog were re-
: qulred and were carrled out at another ammal hospltal on Deoember l9, 1988

;sz." on or about March 15, l988 the Ir:Lsh setter bltch Dunholm Llsmore

e ("Meghan") whlch was valued at $5000, was admltted to Qua:Ll Corners ror the




purpose of correct:mg a COIldltlon known as bloat Defendant Hassmger carrled

out thJ.s procedure. B

13 At the tlme of admlssmn the dog Meghan had not prewously under-— ‘

3 gone any surglcal procedures.\
l4.' On or about Aprll 14, 1988 defendant Jackson perfoxmed a second
_ surglcal prooedure on Meghan to correct scar tlssue around the sternwn wh:Lch

N had developed from the surglcal procedure referenced :Ln paragraph 12.

15, On Deoember 1 1988 the dog became 111 and was transported to Qua_'Ll -

f Corners to determJ.ne poss:.ble recurrence of bloat That condlt:on d:Ld not

Ad’velop.

X—ray dlagnos.rs carrled out at Qua:Ll C rners to *d "‘rmlne cause of _’




FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF NEGLIGEINCE IN TREA’.'LMENT OF DOG MASON

1

18, The allegatlons of paragraphs 1—17 are realleged and 1ncorporateﬂ

. hereln by refelence..7 i i

e

' “.jl9.‘ Fallure to emplcy dlagnostlc x—ray technlques in the presence of :

'isuspected gunshot wounds falls below the accepted tandard of veterlnary care' 3




for a.ny attendant negllgence of other doctors, nurses, or technlc:Lans havmg re-"

s;cnsrblllty for the care .and treatment of the dog Meghan who were employed
‘by Quall Corners and actlng w1th1n the sc0pe of thelr employnent at all times

elevant to thls actlon ' “ A 'lf _ e

i
u A
-

26. Leav1ng a surglcal needle w1th1n the”bod of'an anlmal durlng ‘the

' surglcal prccedure is not an 1nherent r;sk of bloat surgery

y27 Presumptlvely under the doctrlne of res 1psa loqultur elther de-.

" fﬁfﬁfendant Jackson orvdefendant Ha551nger is gullty of - negllgence, since defen-

) tfdants or thelr agents should have counted the surglcal pack follow1ng surgery, HV

:-and the 1eav1nq of the SUrGlcal needle w1fh1n the:hog s body hereln complalned

aof would not.hav‘ occurredJ‘- the absence of fallure to do such countlng or-

».‘




danger of allow:Lng |

' ‘egard for prob” le"




A

severe emotlonal dlstress.
38. » Plamtlff S severe errotlonal dlstress was the foreseeable and proxi-

‘mate yesult of defendants‘ hegllgent conduct o -,‘ L

39, As a d_L_Lec,L and prom.mate result of defendants conduc:t, pla:.nt:.ff -

'has J_ncurred flnanc1al and other 1oss, has endured' evere mental and emotlonal

b ‘i.dlstress, and plalnuff'

-u.s :therefore ‘entltled »to r ‘ver actual and exemplary

e damages in an amount to ,be determlned at tr:Lal

Attomey for Pla;LntJ_ff
P.O. .Box 768 -
(919) 362-5653







